
 

1850s 1860s 1870s 1880s 1890s 
 

1890 

Belmont Junior College founded, 
centered on the historic Belmont 
Mansion (the large wings facing 

Wedgewood Avenue were built after 
1900; the residential buildings on 

the quadrangle were built in 1913). 

1874 

Vanderbilt 
University 
founded. 

1874 

Nashville Institute (later 
named Roger Williams 
University), an African-

American institution 
supported by Northern 
Baptists, moves to the 
area that will later be 

Peabody College. 

1890 

Belmont Land 
Company subdivides 
the areas around the 
College for residential 

lots. 

19th Century 



 

1905 1910 1915 1920 
 

1909 

Streetcar line 
runs out to 

Cedar Lane. 

1905 

Fire destroys main 
building of Roger 

Williams University, 
at the site of the 

current Wyatt 
Center. 

1909 

Peabody College 
moves to former 

site of Roger 
Williams 

University. 

1910 

Belmont Southern 
Methodist Church 
founded at 21st 

and Acklen. 

1900-1920 

1910 

Streetcar line 
on Hillsboro 

Pike runs out to 
Blair Boulevard. 

1912 

Belmont College and 
Ward Seminary combine 

to form Ward-Belmont 
Junior College and 
Preparatory School. 

1910 

Streetcar line on 
Hillsboro Pike 

runs out to Blair 
Boulevard. 



 

1920s 1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 
 

1925 

Belmont 
Theater opens 

at 21st and 
Blakemore. 

1925 

Vanderbilt 
University's Medical 
School moves from 
Rutledge Hill to new 
campus at 21st and 
Garland, first unified 
medical school and 

hospital in the nation. 

1925 

Hillsboro Theater opens on 
Belcourt (soon eclipsed by 
the Belmont Theater as a 

movie house, it becomes the 
home of the Children's 

Theater after 1931, and of 
the Grand Ole Opry from 

1934 to 1936). 

1937 

Herman W. Lay moves his 
potato chip operations to a 

store at 1702 Portland 
Avenue, where his office 

remains until the late 1950s 
(Frito-Lay comes into being 
in 1961, and merges into 

PepsiCo in 1965). 

1921-1969 

1951 

Ward-Belmont 
Junior College 

becomes four-year 
Belmont College. 

1967 

Edgehill and 
University Area Urban 
Renewal Districts are 

created by Metro 
Council. 

1963 

Beverly Briley 
elected Mayor.  



 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 
 

1971 

Federal court 
orders 

comprehensive 
county-wide 

school 
desegregation, 
supported by 

Eakin parents. 

1970 

First informal 
meetings of 

Belmont-
Hillsboro 

Neighbors are 
held. 

1970 

Eakin School 
parents intervene in 

school 
desegregation 
lawsuit to get a 
broader plan. 

1972 

Vanderbilt University 
gives a boost to nearby 

residential 
neighborhoods by 

lowering the interest rate 
on faculty mortgages by 
1% inside the proposed 

route of I-440. 

1971  

Belmont-
Hillsboro 

Neighbors is 
incorporated. 

1970-1975 
1974 

Federal court ruling requires 
interstates to comply with 

environmental regulations.  
Some observers think I-440 

may never be built; BHN 
suggests alternative use of 
the right-of-way for a cars-

only parkway. 

1975 

HWEN (Hillsboro-West 
End Neighborhood 

Association) is organized 
in a meeting at the Leah 

Rose high-rise 
apartments, with 

leadership from Jan 
Bushing. 

1975 

Nashville neighborhoods 
make suggestions on 
how to implement the 

new federal "Community 
Development" program, 
which replaced the old 

Urban Renewal. 

1975 

Richard 
Fulton 
elected 
Mayor 



 

1976 1977 
 

1976 

HWEN organizes 
its first parade 

and picnic on the 
Fourth of 

July. 
 

1976 

Senator William Proxmire's 
Home Mortgage Disclosure 

Act is approved by Congress 
and signed by President Ford.  

It requires federally insured 
lenders to make known the 
number and total amount of 

loans made in each ZIP code 
or census tract. 

 

1976 

Neighborhood Housing Services opens 
offices in the Sunnyside mansion in 

Sevier Park, with cooperation of 
savings and loan associations.  

Sunnyside Community Citizens is 
organized.  NHS promotes 

"reinvestment" by Metro, lenders, and 
residents, improving the neighborhood 

in many ways and strengthening 
resident ownership. 

 

1976-1977 

1977 

Community 
Reinvestment Act is 
passed and signed, 
requiring lenders to 

meet all credit needs 
of community, 

including those of 
low- and moderate-
income persons and 

neighborhoods. 

1977 

TDOT holds 
four public 

"input" meetings 
on I-440. 

1977 

"Community schools" 
program opens under 
direction of neighbor 
Carolyn Cottom, with 

support from 
Councilwoman Betty 

Nixon. 



1976-1980 

1978 1979 1980 

 

1978-1980 
1978: 

Nashville Neighborhood 
Alliance is organized by 

leaders of mid-town urban 
neighborhoods, including 

BHN, HWEN, Woodland-in- 
Waverly, and Edgefield. 

1979 

Governor Lamar Alexander announces "Four-
forty Parkway," with four lanes rather than six, 
and below ground level.  TDOT commissioner 

William Sansom, asked whether it is I-440, 
refuses to answer the question, saying only that 
"It will qualify for interstate funds."  Putting I-440 
below ground level allows neighborhood streets 

to remain connected and helps with noise 
abatement.  There is still uncertainty whether 

trucks will be allowed (in fact, they could not be 
excluded from any interstate). 

1980 

Belmont-Hillsboro is 
entered in the 

National Register of 
Historic Places. 

1980 

Lawsuit, supported 
by BHN, is filed 
against I-440 by 

Nashvillians 
Against I-440, with 

Attorney Larry 
Woods. 

1980:  

With leadership from Anne 
Roos and Commerce Union 
Bank, the Parks Department 
brings Chilean artist Pedro 

Silva to design and construct 
the undulating 200-foot "sea 
serpent" in Fannie Mae Dees 
Park.  Eakin School students 
create mosaic pieces that are 
incorporated in the sculpture. 



 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 
     

 

1982 

The old Clemons School at 12th 
and Ashwood is demolished; 

owner-built housing is to be funded 
through Neighborhood Housing 
Services to be built (construction 

starts in September 1983). 

1981 

Judge L. Clure 
Morton rules in favor 
of constructing I-440. 

1982 

Bulldozers roll on I-
440 right of way, 
take away back 

yards on Primrose 
Circle. 

1984 

After several years of promises 
and discussion, Metro Council 

passes the I-440 Impact 
Ordinance to require special 
review prior to any rezoning 

near any "large public 
investment" such as I-440. 

  
 

1981-1985 

1983 

Betty Nixon 
elected to Metro 

Council 



 

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 
     

 

1988 

The Hillsboro-West End organization, 
spearheaded by Tom Grooms, starts a 

successful recycling project on the grounds of the 
Harris-Hillman School; it catches on quickly, 

despite winter weather, and by the summer of 
1990 many political candidates want to be filmed 

dropping off their recyclables. 

1986 

First National Night 
Out Against Crime, 

always held the 
first Tuesday in 

August. 

1986 

Metro Council fails to approve 
Neighborhood Conservation 

District for the Belmont-Hillsboro 
neighborhood, because of 

Councilman Paul Blankenship's 
support of "property rights," and a 
ruling by Attorney Larry Snedeker 
and Vice-Mayor David Scobey that 

individuals had the right to have 
their properties excluded. 

1988 

Councilman Stewart Clifton 
negotiates a plan 

satisfactory to nearby 
residents for Vanderbilt to 
build on a vacant site on 

the Peabody campus (this 
becomes The Village at 

Vanderbilt). 
 

1986-1990 1989 

Councilman Stewart 
Clifton negotiates 

conservation zoning for 
the houses above the 
First American (later 
AmSouth, and now 

RegionsBank) branch in 
Hillsboro Village. 

1990 

Curbside recycling finally begins, with 
midtown neighborhoods, including 

ours, as the startup area.  January 5 
marks the end of the recycling program 
at Harris-Hillman School, and Hillsboro-

West End reports a net income of 
$18,000.  It's called a good example of 
"When the people lead, the leaders will 

follow." 

1987 

Bill Boner 
elected 
Mayor 

 



 

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 
     

 

1992 

BHN, Hillsboro-West 
End, and Hillsboro 

Village collaborate on a 
Halloween Festival and 

tour of homes.  (The 
next year this is ended 
by a freezing rain on 
Halloween weekend.) 

1993 

Rebel business people (large 
chains, with small businesses as 

a front) sabotage a sign 
ordinance that took years to 

negotiate and was agreed upon 
between the Nashville Chamber 
of Commerce and the Nashville 

Neighborhood Alliance. 
 

1994 

The "freeze of '94," an 
ice storm on February 

9, leads to lots of 
hardships (nine days 

without power for some 
neighbors) and lots of 

neighborly deeds. 
 

1991-1995 
1994 

Vanderbilt Stadium is host 
to a Pink Floyd concert, a 
mass attraction event that 
is planned carefully with 
plenty of neighborhood 
participation, thanks to 

Councilman Stewart Clifton. 

1995 

Councilman Stewart 
Clifton is elected Chair of 

the Metro Council's 
Planning and Zoning 

Committee by the narrow 
margin of 20 to 18. 

1995 

Businesses along 
12th Avenue 

South found the 
"12 South" 

organization. 

1993 

A Metro ordinance 
permits, and regulates, 

"bed and breakfast" 
facilities in historic 

homes.  Our area has 
two of the first three. 

 

1991 

Phil 
Bredensen 

elected Mayor. 
 

1991 

Stewart Clifton 
elected to 

Metro Council. 



 

1996 1997 
     

 

1997 

Belcourt Theater is purchased by 
Charles Hawkins, guaranteeing the 
future of the building which was the 

original home of the Nashville Children's 
Theater (1931) and hosted by the Grand 

Ole Opry for several years. 

1996 

Post Properties proposes an 
apartment development on 
part of the land previously 

owned by St. Bernard 
Convent.  Space is reserved 

for a park at the corner of 
21st and Bernard. 

 

1996 

Belmont-Hillsboro 
Neighbors initiate 
Home Tour on the 
first Saturday of 
October (now in 
eleventh year). 

1997 

Home for the Aged 
on Horton Avenue 
between 17th and 
18th, built by the 

Little Sisters of the 
Poor, is redeveloped 
as an office building 

by Armistead 
Barkley Inc. 

1996-1997 

1996 

HWEN offers a 
wide selection of 
trees and shrubs 

in a special 
fall sale. 

 



 

1998 1999 
     

 

1998-1999 
1998 

New Zoning 
Ordinance, overseen 

by Councilman 
Stewart Clifton, goes 

into effect at the 
beginning of the year. 

1998 

The first of many public 
meetings is held to address 
the future of the Forrest Hills 
Apartments, 2600 Hillsboro 

Road (after several proposals, 
including an eleven-story high-
rise, The Enclave is started in 

2005). 

1998 

NES appoints 
residents to an 

advisory 
committee for a 
power line along 

I-440. 

1998 

H.G. Hill Realty Company 
announces plan to rebuild in 

Hillsboro Village on the east side of 
21st Avenue South, at the corner 

of Wedgewood; citizens offer 
comments, and eventually a 
residential and commercial 

combination, designed by architect 
Steve Rick is constructed. 

1998 

BHN's Spring Cleanup 
Day on April 25 is 
switched to East 

Nashville in the wake of 
the tornado that swept 

through that area. 

1999 

Volunteers work to 
"Save the Dragon" in 

Fannie Mae Dees 
Park.  Restoration is 

done by Shelley Paine; 
BHN is the "fiscal 

agent" through which 
funds are channeled. 

1999 

Discussion 
begins on "urban 
overlay design 

district" for 
Hillsboro Village 

(approved by 
Council in May). 

1999 

"TwelveSouth" 
plan, developed 
jointly by MDHA 

and area 
businesses, 

moves toward 
completion, with 
new streetscape. 

1999 

Ginger Hausser 
elected to Metro 
Council and Bill 
Purcell elected 

Mayor. 

1999 

Save Belcourt 
initiative 
began. 



 

 

2000 
     

 

2000 

With leadership from Lynn Shaw 
and her daughter Lily, Lily's 
Garden, a playground where 

children of all abilities can play 
together, is approved, with 

participation from Harris-Hillman 
and Eakin Schools and the 

Monroe Carell Children's Hospital 
at Vanderbilt.  Construction is 

completed in 2001. 

2000 

The Planned Unit 
Development for the 

Harris Teeter store at 21st 
Avenue South and Blair 
Boulevard sails through 
the Council, with lots or 

praise for the many 
parties who took part and 

made it a better plan. 

2000 
2000 

Council appropriates funds 
for Public Works to develop 

"traffic calming" program and 
identify priority streets.  

Neighborhood organizations 
appoint committees to make 

suggestions. 

2000 

Planning Commission 
completes traffic study 
of 21st Avenue South, 
including alternatives 

for solving problems at 
the Fairfax-Portland-
Magnolia intersection 
(not implemented until 

2007). 

2000 

Friends of Eakin 
School hold a fund-

raising walk to 
promote preservation 

and adaptation of 
Cavert School 

building. 

2000 

Eakin School is changed from K-6 to K-
4, reducing the total student population.  
After discussions with the community the 

School Board decides to remodel the 
older Cavert School and find other uses 

for the Eakin building, which is preserved 
as a historic landmark by Metro Council. 
(Sponsored by Councilmember Hausser) 
 

2000 

Metro applies for 
pedestrian grant which 

Councilmember 
Hausser lobbies for. 
Governor Sundquist 
gives $650,000 for 

implementation along 
21st Ave. (Completed in 

2007.) 



2001 2002 2003 2004 

 

2001-2004 

2002 

Future of White Way 
Cleaners complex at 

Edgehill Avenue and Villa 
Place begins to be 

discussed at the initiative of 
Council Representative 
Ginger Hausser.  The 

solution will be preservation 
and redevelopment for 
shops and restaurants. 

2001 

Vanderbilt announces 
program to control 

student "animal 
houses" in nearby 
neighborhoods, 

designates Mary Pat 
Teague as 

neighborhood liaison. 

2001 

Belmont University works 
with residents on design 

for Health Science Center 
and parking garage.  This 

leads to a permanent 
liaison committee after 

one year of meetings by 
Al Raby, Steve Lasley, 

and Ginger Hausser 
Pepper. 

2002 

Bikeways on Belmont Boulevard 
become a possibility now that the 

street has been torn up to lay a 12-
inch water line; Public Works, 

BHN, and Council reps encourage 
broad-based discussion. 

 

2004 

Limestone entry to 
"Historic Belmont-

Hillsboro," designed 
by Michael Ward, is 

built at Magnolia 
and 18th. 

2004 

Residents along I-440 
notice that the speed limit 

has been raised and 
"through traffic" has been 
channeled to I-440. They 

raise a protest, and in 
2005 the situation is 

corrected with help from 
Senator Doug Henry. 

2002 

Harris Teeter 
store opens. 

2001 

First Music City 
Marathon; BHN 

sponsors potluck 
breakfast so that 

neighbors can watch 
runners as they 

come along Belmont 
Boulevard. 

 

2003 

Councilmember 
Hausser and 
Mayor Purcell 
Re-elected. 

 



 

2005 2006 2007 
     

 

2005-2007 
2005 

After five years of 
negotiation with neighbors 

and Councilmember 
Hausser, Belmont 

University's "Master 
Development Plan" is 

approved by Metro 
Council. 

2007 

Hillsboro-West End 
conservation overlay 
is approved by Metro 
Council, and Belmont-

Hillsboro overlay is 
expanded. 

2005 

Belmont-Hillsboro 
conservation overlay 
bill (affecting about 
800 properties) is 

introduced in Metro 
Council, goes into 

effect May 8. 

2007 

Council Representative 
Ginger Hausser Pepper 
announces a $120,000 

grant for a "gateway 
corridor" to improve the 

streetscape from Bernard 
Park to Hillsboro Village. 

2007 

Rental inspection program, introduced 
by Ginger Hausser the previous year, 

is approved by Council.  It requires 
owners or agents for rental properties 

to register their addresses with the 
Department of Codes Administration, 
and sets up rental inspection districts 
in high-impact areas like District 18. 

2005 

Civic Design 
Center unveils 

"Plan of 
Nashville." 

 

2007 

Keith Durbin 
elected to 

Metro Council 
and Karl Dean 
elected Mayor. 

2006 

RS zoning of 
Love Circle 

2007 

RS zoning 
expanded for 

Hillsboro-West 
End. 


